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when that opportunity would be most happy for our-
selves never seems exactly to arrive. Hardly anyone
really thinks he will die, or is persuaded that the limit
to his nature has now come. But it is through realising
the incalculable craving of this bodily will to survive
that men who have themselves known danger will pay
the greater reverence to those who, conscious of mortal
fears, and throbbing with the fullness of existence,
none the less in the calm ecstasy of their devotion
commit themselves to the battle, the firing squad, or
the prison death as to a chariot of fire.